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| Dionysus / Bacchus

s God of wine, theatre, reprocluctive 1Corc<~:, male

( ferti Iitg

{

B Associated with nature & the irrational, chaotic

. Panthers, leoparcls, Pine CO

i

nes, thgrsus, Pha“us

, . Mgthic biographg Piececl togetlﬂer From various

sSources

* Most imPortant of which is

Euripides’ Bacchae

o



;' Birth and Earlg Youth

'» Zeus + Semelé (Princess of Thebes)

s Hera: “Let this ‘Zeus’ come to you as he does to his wite Hera.”
( + Semelé is burned to ash
+ Unborn infant son, Diongsus saved and sewed into Zeus’s thigh (twice born)

- Diongsus given to Ino, sister of Semele queen of Orchomenus (another citg n

Boeotia)

x * Dionysus clisguisecl as a girl

» Hera drives Ino and King Athamas insane — theg kill their own children
% Zeus changes Dionysus into a goat & given to the ngml:)hs of Nysa

|
)
R Diongsus driven mac bg his own wine and begins his wanclerings

R Diongsus now leads his Bacchae (maenads} & 5at9rs
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Wanderi Ngs of Diongsus

|

- figgpt, Syria, and P‘ﬂrggia

E. In Phrygia) meets Mother Earth goclcless C\gbelé
" (Greek Rhea)

+ Human followers with their tambourines and flutes

and feminine dress
}0 Returns west on his chariot drawn bﬂ Panthers

0 SPreads his cult around Greece but meets

resistance & clestroys a” who Oppose
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Resistance to the God

Best known storg of resistance to the Diongsus told bg

E‘,uriPicles in his tragedg, the Bacchae

Diongsus in Thebes to sPread his cult and to Punish the
blaspheme against his motlﬁer) Semelé, !:)9 her sisters

Antonoé and Agave

Women and others flee to the mountains
King Pentheus opposes the cult

Pentheus interrogates Dionysus, in clisguise

Diongsus clestrogs Palace & returns to the mountains
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, Resistance to the God (continued)

o A rePort comes in about miracles and wonders being

( PemcormecJ in the mountains bg the Maenads

10 Pentheus now wants to see the “orgjes’ for himself
. Pentheus clisguises as a woman and killed ]39 the Bacchantes
ﬂ He was Pu”ecl down from a tree and torn to Pieces
}0 His own motl’wer) Agave, Pu”ecl off his head

!

20 /—\gavé comes on stage with the heacl on her thgrsus and

|
:
)
!

realizes what she has done
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| Eastern Origins?

- Diongsos = son of Ngsa (in Asia Minor)

fo From Thrace or Phrggia or Lgclia

{

* Semelé = Zemeld

%0 Thgrsus = Hittite tuwarsa (vine) 7
*0 Dionysus = Lgclian bakivali (Bacchus)?

i
- Alwags clepictecl as a new and Foreign god but he’s in

Homer and Linear B tablets in relation to viticulture

:

- Worshipecl }39 Mycenaeans (c. 1500~1100 BC)
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; Fertility
o Deeper meaning begins with the fact he is god of

| Fertility, Preservecl In ePithets...
(
'« he of the trees, god of blossoms, gocl of moisture

‘ o A clging Fertilitg gocﬂ, like Dumuzi or Osiris

* o Perhal:)s origina”g the husband/son of Semelé (Zemeld)
|

! < Alwags clepicted as a new and {:Ol”él’gﬂ go&

* Reﬂects Perlﬁaps Greek aversion to violence and

| rrationality
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_(_Z_L_Jlt of Dionysus

* Associated with Roman Liber

r'

f* D

{

erent from other cults) aPPcalecl espccia”9 to women

B Reflection of and reaction to their submissive social role?

? * Olgmpians remote and known through their external works

‘ ) Diongsus presence direct and Personal = “the gocl who

} comes’

2 Diongsus cventua”9 tamed and gjive a cvic role

)

'+ Romans suPPressed it until 186 BC (Bacchanalia)
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;, Qod of the Theatre

o Pisistratus (550 BC) expanded the old Diongsus
rural festival and est. urban festival the démos of
Athens

{

- Citgwicle “clrinking Partg” to celebrate the new year

» Combined elements both of the rational (APO”O>

| and the irrational (Dionysus}

+» Communal vicarious exPerience of dark

)

Psgchological & social emotions
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